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The Great War

◦ 1914-1918

◦ America entered the war in 1917

◦ European continent

◦ “Isms”



ALLIED POWERS (TRIPLE 
ENTENTE)

◦ Russia
◦ France
◦ United Kingdom (England) 
◦ Japan
◦ United States 
◦ Italy (1915-1918) 

◦Germany
◦ Austria-Hungary (Empire) 
◦Ottoman Empire
◦ Italy (1914-1915)

CENTRAL POWERS 

WWI Alliances





America enters the War

•Woodrow Wilson, 1913-1921

• Lusitania

• Allied Powers

• Social and Economic mobilization



Buffalo & Collective Identity

◦ Collective Identity = shared identity, feeling of group belonging 

◦ Before the war, Buffalonians were ethnically divided

◦ Patriotism and anti-German sentiment = unifying 

Theatre and Music                                     Transformation of collective identity 



Early 20th Century Buffalo



Buffalo and Canada



Immigrants in Buffalo 

◦ 33% of Buffalo’s population comprised of immigrants

◦Most immigrants were German/Austrian, Polish or Italian

◦ Cultural and social organizations

◦ “Americanization” 



Camp Kościuszko





Anti-German Sentiment



Buffalo Theatres

◦ Teck Theatre

◦Majestic Theatre

◦ Star Theatre

◦ Shea’s Theatre (& Shea’s Hippodrome) 









Music Halls: “Service through Singing”



Music Halls: “Service through Singing”



Liberty Loan Campaigns



Liberty Loans come to Theatres







Women and the War

◦ 1914-1918, female employment increased 
from 23% in 1914 to almost 50%

◦ Buffalo Red Cross

◦ Liberty Loan Campaigns

◦ Suffragist Campaigns 



“...despite the worldwide outrage at the sinking of 
Lusitania, war was not the only pressing issue of the 
day...Buffalo was ‘ahead of the curve’ in New 
York’s quest for women’s suffrage…” 
- Jacek Wysocki, “Buffalo and the Great War, Part II: Keeping Out of War Western New York Heritage, July 2015, Vol. 
19, No. 2



Impacts of the War

◦ 19 million soldiers and civilians killed

◦ Nearly 1,000 Buffalonians died in the 
war

◦ Russians and Germans most fatalities

◦ European buildings and cities 
destroyed



Results of the War

◦ Treaty of Versailles (signed at Paris Peace Conference), 1919

◦Germany penalized for instigating the war 

◦Geneva Convention 1925

◦ League of Nations Created, 1920



Commemorating WWI

◦ Buffalo Public Library

◦ Veterans’ Luncheons

◦War books and volumes

◦ Statues and memorials





Methodological Limitations


